Supervision of Organic Farming in relation to the EU-integration process.
(Jan Dvorský, director, KEZ o.p.s.)

Since January 2001, new Act No. 242/2000 replaced the national guidelines on the Organic farming basic rules issued originally by the Department of Agriculture in 1993.  The recent Act on organic farming regulates the production and distribution of biofood as well as the inspection and certification. The Act 242/2000 is fully harmonized with EU legislation and this fact has been considered before listing of the Czech Republic both in the Commission Regulations (EC) No. 548/2000 (plant products) and No. 2589/2001 (animal products).
KEZ o.p.s. has been established as the national inspection and certification body for the both enforcement of the Act 242/2000 and the certification of bioproducts. KEZ o.p.s. is the non-state, non-profit and independent organization accredited by the Czech Accreditation Institute as complying with ČSN EN 45004 and ČSN EN 45011. International Organic Accreditation Service (IOAS) has accredited KEZ o.p.s. also according to the accreditation program of IFOAM since January 2003.

This internationally recognized model prevents the “selling of certificates” by many private profit certification companies illegally operating in the Czech republic before 2001, mostly from the other countries. Above all, fruit, honey and medicinal herbs originating from conventional farming have been exported to EU countries as bioproducts, misusing such “certificates”.  

Now, the law strictly prohibited any exceptions from the clearly stated organic farming rules and this fact is responsible for decreasing amount of certified organic products; some farms even ceased organic farming entirely. On the other hand, the fast increase of consumer confidence in organic food is accompanied by increase of consumers demand and export of such commodities.


Great attention is also paid to the biofood labeling and any violation of law is prosecuted according to § 33, 34. KEZ o.p.s. – as the inspection body – focuses on the control of prohibited substances in bioproducts and production processes, mainly on pesticide residues and the GMO. All subcontracting laboratories, Institute of Chemical Technology Prague, State Veterinary Institute Jihlava, and Central Agriculture Testing Institute Brno, are accredited according to the standard ČSN EN ISO 17025. 
Governmental subventions supporting organic farming ranged from 1000 to 3500 CZK/ha (35 – 115 €/ha) annually, providing that the organic farming processes and conditions are in compliance with the Act 242/2000 at least one year. 

Bioproducts and biofood in 2002 – Refused certification due to the violation of the Act 242/2002:
  48 

Certificates of biofood origin 

320 

Certificates of bioproduct origin
368

Total refused certificates of origin
Systemic nonconformities and non-readiness of required conditions are stemming from bad documentation, low knowledge of personal as well as farm management, non-adequate consultancy service, etc.  Also some cases of prohibited pesticides, fertilizers, feedstuffs (GMO) were documented. GMO was detected in biofood imported from Belgium, possessing certificate ECOCERTE BE-01.
Bioproducts and biofood in 2002 – Issued certificates:

339 

Certificates of biofood origin
715 

Certificates of bioproduct origin.

670 organic farming units (farms) are registered, running on total area 215 428 ha 

(17 395 ha of arable soil, 194 622 permanent grass vegetation, 671 ha permanent plantation, and 2 741 ha of the other area).  

3 organic beekeepers, 92 biofood producers and 166 bioproduct / biofood distributors are also registered.

468 imported biofood items were certified in 2002 – i.e. about 37 % of all biofood.
The list of all imported /exported commodities is given in the Czech version of this lecture. The main problems documented by the inspection body (KEZ o.p.s.) are also presented. Most serious of them are related to the animal production (non- acceptable conditions, environmental impact, etc.). 
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