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Why organic farming?

Present farming deals with the range of problems (overproduction, farmers´ struggle for existence, migration of population from the country, environmental pollution, penetration of contaminating substances to food chain, country maintenance, etc.).


Organic farmers reject the chemical substances, used in conventional farming and presenting risks for ecology and health and their aim is to produce quality food and feed, keeping long term fertility of soil, careful husbandry of landscape, to offer working opportunities and stop the migration from the country.

The History of Organic Farming, Control and Certification in Czech Republic

1990-91 Foundation of 5 associations with own directions, providing the control and certification for their members;

1993

Introduction of The Methodical Guidelines for Organic Farming;

1.4.1999 The Czech Inspection of Organic Farming (KEZ) is authorised to control organic farming in CR;

1.1.2000 Organic farming is regulated by the Law 242/2000 for organic farming.

The Aims of Organic Farming

· long-term fertility of soil and its organic function

· limitation of pollution from agriculture sector

· work in closed system with the utilization of local sources

· production of food and feed with the high quality

· decrease the utilization of non-renewable sources

· improving the way of animal breeding

· offering the economic and social development for the farmers and their families

· holding the settlement of the country

Long-term advantages

Due to the more economical management with natural sources the organic farming could be a great acquisition. For example the expenses for fertilizers, pesticides and other external sources could be lower (according to the comparative studies ordered by the Ministry of Agriculture CR). 

Organic food (BIO food)

The demand for organic food is still growing. The home production of organic food increased significantly, especially concerning milk products (10 times), bakery products (8 times) and ingredients (7 times), pasta and packed vegetables. 

The significant increase was found for imported organic food, particularly the fruit products (10 times), vegetable products (8 times), beverages and ingredients (6 times) and also for fruit jams, vegetable spreads, fats and oils. 

The summary of the certified organic food you can find in following tables.

	The production of organic food certified by KEZ



	GROUP
	UNIT 
	AMOUNT

	Packed vegetables
	pcs
	3 000

	Packed vegetables
	t
	784.5

	Herbal products
	t
	67.1

	Herbal products
	 L
	60 000

	Cereal products
	t
	997.8

	Cereal products
	pcs
	40 000

	Tea
	t
	18

	Tea*
	boxes
	4 747 500

	Jam
	t
	2.2

	Beef
	t
	723

	Yoghurt and fermented products
	pcs
	9 036 000

	Yoghurt and fermented products
	L
	505 500

	Coffee
	pcs
	50 000

	Seasoning
	t
	0.68

	Seasoning
	pcs
	515 200

	Meat products
	t
	4

	Butter
	t
	0.7

	Milk products
	t
	20

	Milk
	L
	930 800

	Milk*
	bottles
	800

	Dried milk
	t
	15

	Mill products
	t
	2 599.5

	Fruit products
	t
	72.9

	Bakery products
	pcs
	405 000

	Ingredients
	t
	227.5

	Mutton
	t
	20

	Dried herbs
	t
	130.1

	Dried fruit products
	t
	59.8

	Cheeses
	t
	27.7

	Cheeses
	pcs
	40 500

	Friut juices
	L
	139 000

	Pasta
	t
	410

	Curd
	t
	18

	Curd
	pcs
	1000

	Pork
	t
	707

	Wine
	L
	49 014


	Exported organic food and products



	Target country
	Number of certificates
	Production in tons

	Austria
	175
	997.13

	Germany
	84
	2171.13

	Slovenia
	52
	21.02

	Slovakia
	40
	21

	Poland
	22
	5.68

	Netherlands
	15
	218.7

	Hungary
	12
	3.60

	Italy
	7
	86.64

	Spain
	6
	1.85

	France
	5
	47

	Croatia
	4
	1.65

	Switzerland
	3
	3.37


	Imported organic food and products



	Country
	Group

	UK
	Ingredients, cereal products, legumes, dried milk, fruit jams, fats and oils, beverages

	Belgium
	Tea, ingredients, legumes, fruit products, dried fruit products, cereal products, sugars, sirups, pasta, vegetable spreads and juices, 

	China
	Cereal products

	Philippines
	Fruit products

	Netherlands
	Ingredients, beverages, fruit jams

	Italy
	Ingredients, cereal products, pasta, beverages, coffee, tea

	Japan
	Ingredients, sirups

	Germany
	Ingredients, sirups, beverages, fats and oils, cereal products, tea, meat products, fruit products, vegetable products, fruit and vegetable juices, legumes, mill products, plant organic food, dried fruit products

	Austria
	Tea, seasonings, ingredients, coffee, fats and oils, dried herbs

	Slovakia
	Dried herbs

	Spain
	Ingredients

	Switzerland
	Beverages, dried herbs

	Turkey
	Cereal products


The more common causes of law-brake 

The most common causes of the violation the Czech laws 242/2000 are summarized in Czech version of this report.

