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The basic concept of the Czech Food legislation heads towards the protection of both consumers health and their economic interests. To guarantee the mutual confidence between contractors on food market as well as to avoid (or minimize) the risk to human health,  high level of producer responsibility throughout the production chain from the primary production to the sale of food to the consumer is of paramount importance. All subjects with potential effect on the overall safety of food are obliged to implement the regular control system to assure that all legislation requirements are met. The Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture are the responsible Competent Authorities of the Czech Republic for official control of food legislation food hygiene, contaminants, and pesticide residues. Specialized co-operating inspection bodies carry out the supervision through the production chain according to the Act No. 110/1997 on foodstuffs and tobacco products and Act 166/1999 on veterinary care. New Act No 146/2002 on State Agriculture and Foodstuffs Inspectorate (SAFI) will come into force on 1.1.2003.  The Public Health Protection Authorities perform the supervision according to the Act 258/2000 on the protection of public health. 

Accessing the EU, the Czech Republic has obligation to emphasise the food safety criteria within food production chain. The general strategy was elaborated by the Ministry of Agriculture during 2001. This strategy has to ensure the integrated concepts, principles and procedures so as to form a common basis for measures governing food and feed. The full adoption of EU key legislation documents in associated countries (including food and feed control system) shall be proved just before the EU accession.

Food safety system in the Czech Republic is subjected to the evaluation of EU authorities; the last audits are aimed at the adherence to the veterinary and hygienic requirements in food production, the performance and quality management in official food laboratories, the establishing of rapid alert system, etc.

To strenghten the national food safety system, the government of Czech Republic has established the Coordinating Group on Food Safety as the official advisory body to the Ministry of Agriculture. In order for there to be confidence in the scientific basis for food law, risk assessments should be undertaken in an independent, objective and transparent manner, on the basis of the available scientific information and data. The Scientific committee for foodstuffs was established at the State Institute of Public Health (SZU Brno) and their members are independent experts from research institutes, universities etc.

Information system on Food safety is outlined and will be adopted to facilitate the exchange of relevant information between authorities and scientific bodies and to support the risk communication.

Recent food safety incidents in EU countries have demonstrated the need to establish appropriate measures in emergency situations ensuring that all foods, and all feed should be subject to common measures in the event of a serious risk to human health, animal health or the environment. Such a comprehensive approach to emergency food safety measures should allow effective action to be taken. Rapid procedures for crisis management are required by the Regulation EC No 178/2002 (IV: Rapid Alert System, Crisis management and Emergencies). Czech Republic is obliged to be fully integrated into this European rapid alert system (RASFF) covering foodstuffs and feed before 1.1.2004.

